Dr. Keith Wismar’s Participation in the Melton Foundation’s International Program: 2008

     Dr. Lana Chambliss, in her role as the Melton International Program faculty mentor for the Dillard University Melton fellows, facilitated my participation as a member of the Dillard planning committee for the Fall 2008 Melton symposium. I was also asked to serve as a Subject Matter Expert (SME) for a cohort of Melton fellows preparing a presentation for the Dillard University sponsored symposium: Climate Change : Global Perspectives in Going Green, scheduled for the Fall of 2008, due to my expertise in Psychology. 

     The Melton cohort focused upon the psychological and cultural aspects of attitude change and persuasion as applied to the important issues associated with Global Warming. The presentation group work was facilitated by Vidya Thayoor and Tomas Gonzalez. The work group was named Eco Psycho to emphasize the psychological principles applied to supporting the behavior change required to reduce global warming. My role was to consult with the group as they created their presentation for the Melton symposium. Vidya and I communicated frequently by email to review their presentation ideas. I also created and presented an interactive Webex presentation entitled Psychological Factors in Persuasion and Attitude Change conducted through the Melton office by Patricia Ortiz that was presented to all of the members of the EcoPsycho group members. The presentation include information from psychological research to support methods of attitude and behavior change along with a selection of You Tube videos from across several world cultures that attempted to persuade viewers on the importance of reducing the effects of global warming. Throughout the presentation the work group members asked many questions and made comments about the ideas and videos that were presented. A copy of the videos presented at the You Tube site follows on page two of this report.
     After the presentation, I continued to consult with the EcoPsycho workgroup and reviewed and offered feedback to improve the content of the presentation. I also participated in the Symposium presentation of the EcoPsycho Workgroup.
