Write Up for Symposium Performance:
The entire theatre department was buzzing with excitement and eagerly getting prepared. We had been preparing since before school began, arriving early to find out our parts and learn our lines. Building the set began as soon as enough people had arrived to do it. So the wood was cut, glued, and nailed, and we were still trying to figure out how this was going to come together.  The music department was just as equally busy finalizing the music selections and finding the right people for the solos. Neither the music nor the actors had any interaction with each other until the end of the week before the week of performance. It was crazy!  By the time the week of performance was upon us, we’d rehearsed nonstop through the entire show maybe 4 or five times. The band had just come, so they had to learn the music, which of course threw the dancers off because we had been practicing to a CD the entire time. It was very funny actually. So to get through rehearsal, we had to rehearse in stages, Act I on one night and Act II on the other. Everything had to be perfect, from the dancers, to the actors, to the singers, to even the narrators.  We worked very hard on every part of the show in small pieces. The opening night, the night that the Melton Fellows came, we were in the back preparing ourselves. We did our ritual of praying and then saying a few lines to get us all excited. We also played a few games that got our blood pumping, and by the time the stage managers called places, we were ready to go. Being on that stage, seeing everyone in the audience, all smiles, enjoying giving to you all the purest part of us was an amazing experience. Afterwards we were so grateful to have had the opportunity to do this for you all that we spilled into the hallway from back stage anticipating your exit. So when you all came out, I know my fellow performers were so excited to finally see the faces of the people we worked so hard to entertain. This was one of the best experiences and performances of my life.

From the outside looking in: 

The presentation held during this year’s symposium at Dillard University was one that I found to be a great source of exposure to a side of the African American culture that people do not may hear about or even witness on T.V. But the performance from the plays, such as the exceptional performance of a scene from Macbeth, to the gospel choir, was one of great detail and practice. It was refreshing that our cultural presentation was one that accurately displayed the African American and all their parts, not just one of them. The performance showed the African American to be dynamic in that he/she is usually a God-fearing individual, passionate, and talented. It displayed a part of our roots that don’t get much air-time in the entertainment industry which is also great because of the interaction that comes from experiencing these truths in the Theatre. The students showed that African Americans are diverse enough to dance and quote Shakespeare; to show a part of the Black experience, such as in the segments in the beginning from “The Color Purple,” and to sing a song in German. Overall this experience was very satisfying and I was very proud.  
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